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With A Focus on “The Spirit of Human Dignity” and “Reverence for Life
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Abstract: The focus of this paper is on the formation of the basic principles of Moral Education in Japan. The
Course of Study states, “the goal of Moral Education is based on the fundamental spirit of education defined

by the Fundamental Law of Education and the School Education Act. In other words, without ever losing the

l LRI

spirit of human dignity...” This paper regards “human dignity,” “perfection of human character,” and
“reverence for life” as the backbones of the basic principles, and discusses them chronologically as they
developed, with a focus on the debate leading to the Fundamental Law of Education. Also considered are
changes in the understanding of human dignity and religious sentiment, as well as the ambiguous

representation of human nature, in postwar education.

Key words: Fundamental Law of Education, spirit of human dignity, perfection of human character, reverence
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