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From brain death to organ-transplant

Tokuo HURUMAKI

Faculty of Health and Welfare Science, Nayoro City University

Abstract: After the Second World War, there began to appear patients without consciousness whose heart continued to beat due to the
invention of the artificial respirator. As organ transplantation became practical, they began to be considered as organ donors. To allow
for such practice, in 1968 Harvard Medical School advocated for “brain death” instead of conventional heart death as the end of
human life. However, this new concept of “brain death” has been criticized for its utilitarianism. This article treats some problems of
brain death and organ transplantation. It consists of five sections.

The first three sections cover some basic facts about brain death and organ transplantation.

In the fourth section, five problems concerning brain death and organ transplantation are discussed.

The fifth section is a response to the issues detailed in the previous section.
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