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Abstract: This study discusses regarding the current situation of homeless and public health issue in urban area of Japan
and the United States. The definition of homeless in Japan and the U.S. is basically different. Particularly, the United
States has a different point of view for the people who lives in shelters and specific accommodations for homeless in
Japan. In 2011, the authors inspected Mission Neighborhood Health Center (MNHC), a hospital which goes on Directly
Observed Treatment Short-course (DOTS), Glide Memorial United Methodist Church, and personal house who takes
outreach service and Castro District in San Francisco. Furthermore, the authors inspected a shelter for homeless in Osaka
to confirm the life style and living sitvation of homeless. Fight years later, as results of the public health activities
regarding tuberculosis and AIDS, nutritional counseling, the number of tubercular patients in both cities were getting
decreased. DOTS is considered as an effective treatment in the health improvement of homeless in Japan. In Japan,
DOTS are mainly operated by specialized personnel in Japan. On the other hands, in the United States, well trained staff
who does not have medical license goes on DOTS. It reduces the national budget in the U.S. However, in metropolis like
San Francisco, lack of reasonable residences, mental diseases. violence, AIDS and abuse of illegal drugs are always
present as serious social issue. Furthermore, fires can happen to anybody because of the lack of idea for permanent
employment in the U.S. Since the economic disparities induce the health disparities, adequate discussion regarding public
health activities should be done from various viewpoints as health, labor, education and welfare. It is necessary for us to
have continuous discussions how we should do for homeless in future without discrimination. It is difficult for homeless
to get enough idea and power for settling their economic and health problems. In such a social situation, building reliable
relationship as a person as outreach worker, volunteer, who is not a medical specialist could be great enhancer for
homeless to get them, rather than any other supports for homeless. Continuous discussion without discrimination could be

a best support for them.

Key words: social inequality, gap between the haves and have-nots, health, poverty, homelessness, outreach, DOTS



