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Original paper
Physical examination of children who planned to work after

completing primary school during the Second World War

-Strengthening of tuberculosis prevention measures-

Noboru MITSUI"

Department of Early Childhood Care and Education, Faculty of Health and Welfare Science, Nayoro City University

Abstract: This paper focused on the role of primary schools (kokumin gakko) during the Second World War in providing
a healthy labor force as part of the wartime labor force mobilization policy and aimed to clarify in detail the state of
tuberculosis control throughout schools. In 1941, The Ministries of Health and Education introduced a physical examination
for children who planned to work after completing primary school and deemed the children with tuberculosis as
“inappropriate for employment.” In 1942, the bacillus Calmette—Guérin vaccination was introduced for the children who
planned to work. In 1943, the vaccination target group was expanded to include all children, regardless of negative and
false positive tuberculin reactions. The purpose of the vaccination was to prevent the onset of tuberculosis, considering that
among the people who found employment in the factories and business establishments after completing primary school,
the number of those who contracted tuberculosis due to factors such as environmental changes had increased. The most
important outcome of the physical examination was identifying the persons who had contracted tuberculosis, classifying
them as “inappropriate for employment,” and preventing them from finding employment in factories or business
establishments. The physical examination did not clarify the problems of the persons undergoing the examination.
Therefore, this study examined the mechanism of deeming a person as “inappropriate for employment” by the physical

examination.

Key words: Labor mobilization, vocational guidance, tuberculin, BCG, mass vaccination





