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Original Paper

Developmental supports through teaching play during free play time at a
nursery school.

KASHIMA Momoko

Nayoro City University Junior College

Abstract: Teacher-child interaction during free play time has been a long-standing area of research interest. In particular, there have
been debates in the area of play pedagogy concerning whether child-centered or adult-directed involvement is the better method of
teaching during children’s free play time. This study tries to overcome this ambiguity. For this purpose, we analyze teacher-child
interaction during free play time and focus on a teacher’s intervention as a process whereby the teacher assesses developmental-
necessary experiences for children and gives them those opportunities, thus enabling him/herself to support children’s development
through play. The results demonstrate that teacher-child interaction mediated by teaching play is a free and emergent process that is
embedded in the situation where it happens. In short, through teaching play, teachers can support child development in ways that are

different from extremely disciplined education as long as they guarantee children’s freedom of activity during play.

Key words: free play, teaching play, teacher-child interactions
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