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Original Paper
Changes in the perception of infants among university
nursing students (1)

- Before and after pediatric nursing training -

Masato ICHIKAWA *, Keiko HOSONO

Department of Nursing, Faculty of Health and Welfare Science, Nayoro City University

Abstract: The purpose of the present study is to clarify the effect of pediatric nursing training on
the formation of university nursing students” perception of infants and to obtain fundamental data
for the development of more effective instruction. A survey of university nursing students was
carried out using a questionnaire comprised of Inoue et al's 51 pairs of adjective opposites
determined to be effective in measuring attitudes toward children. Each paired item was placed
on a seven-point scale with higher values representing a more positive image. The questionnaire
was administered once before and once after the training period and results were analyzed using
a Mann-Whitney test. Analysis revealed that 5 pair items such as strong-weak and kind-unkind
obtained significantly higher scores after the training period, while another 5 pair items such as
cheerful-gloomy and quick-witted — dull scored significantly lower. Results suggest that
pediatric nursing training contributes to a more concrete image of infants among university
nursing students and provides the important effect of deepening objective understanding.

Key words: university nursing students, perception of infants, pediatric nursing, learning effect
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