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Analysis of the learning outcomes of psychiatric nursing practicums in
residential care facilities for rehabilitation of the mentally handicapped

— possibilities of community nursing training —

Yoshiko YUKI, Atsuko SUZUKI, Tomoko OHTA,
Yoshiko KOBAYASHI, Miyoshi SAKATA

The purpose of this study was to clarify the learning outcomes of psychiatric nursing practicums in residential
care facilities for rehabilitation of the mentally handicapped, and to examine possibilities and problems of community
nursing work placement. Post-practicum, self-reported learning outcomes of nursing students were analyzed qualitatively by
the KJ-method, revealing that students came to understand the need for interacting with clients in compassionate and
encouraging ways and for providing support that enables clients to resolve problems on their own. They also gained an
understanding of the essential roles and functions of both specialists and facilities from related fields and an appreciation of
the need for cooperation. Additionally, nursing students learned of the need for systematization and policy-making in
community care. This suggests that community nursing practicums in residential care facilities for rehabilitation of the

mentally handicapped have significant benefits for the education of community health nurses.
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