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A comparison of the perception of infants held by college students in nursing,
non-nursing and early childhood education programs

Keiko HOSONO Masato ICHIKAWA Miyoko UENO

The purpose of this study is to understand the characteristics of the perception of infants held by students at the

researchers' university and to compare the image held by nursing students with students from other courses of study in

order to clarify particular issues for pediatric nursing education. A total of 54 nursing, 40 nutrition science, 52 social

welfare, and 57 early childhood education students, all in first year, participated in this study. The survey was conducted

using the 51 pairs of adjective opposites developed Inoue et al (1985) for measuring subjects' views of children. Allowing

some time for acclimatization to university life, students were asked to complete the survey in the period around the end of

April to the beginning of May, before they had made any significant progress in their specialized fields of study. Results

were divided into three groups – nursing students, non-nursing students and childcare-related students – and factor analysis

using a promax rotation was conducted. After analysis, survey items with a factor loading lower than 0.4 were discarded,

with the result that 34 ~ 42 items in 5 factors were extracted for each of the 3 groups. As a group, nursing students held

both positive and negative images of infants and perceived them both by their outward appearance and their “internal"

characteristics. Non-nursing students tended to hold a positive image of infants, giving priority to their outward appearance.

Early childhood education students showed an inclination to view infants protectively and hold an image based more on

their inward characteristics.
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