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A study on the effects of using debate in an Adult Nursing Care class
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This study was conducted at Nayoro City College to clarify the learning outcomes of using debate in an Adult
Nursing Care class. The theme of the debate was whether or not organ transplants should be carried out. Results
from an opinion survey given to 2nd year nursing students in 2005 were analyzed. Results showed that a
majority of students gained an increased awareness of the variety of others’ opinions, the changeable nature of
their own opinions, and the discovery of new opinions through debate. They also gained an increased
understanding of the skills necessary for debate. Debate enabled them to reflect more effectively upon their own
values and dispositions. Students voiced a favorable opinion of debate. This study clarifies a need for more careful
introduction of debating processes and principles, clearer pre-debate instructions, and a more considered summary
of debating results.
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