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Restitution of Social work -part 5-
The inequality from the perspective of the Japanese Constitution Article 25
—the meaning of poverty and self-reliance in modern Japan —

Satoshi TAKADA

Recently, it has become popular to speak of “kakusa-shakai , which can be translated to English as‘ social
disparity’. There was also a period when everyone was worried about being separated intd winners’ and losers’. The
government has always stressed that “those who work hard deserve to be rewarded’, although it has recently
begun to make reference to the notion of re-challenge; or starting over’

On the other hand, the social gap ( “kakusa’ in Japanese) has come to be felt strongly among the people and
there is much debate on its causes and cures. However,the meaning of the word “kakusa’ is somewhat ambiguous
in the contemporary Japanese context. In this paper, we reconsider disparity in Japanese society from the
perspective of poverty’, discussing the details of support provided to social security recipients that represent the
Japanese poor, and conclude with a call for the focus to be returned to the development of self-reliance and social
support networks.
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