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Restitution of Social work  -part 5-
 The inequality from the perspective of the Japanese Constitution Article 25

      � the meaning of poverty and self-reliance in modern Japan �

Satoshi TAKADA 

Recently it has become popular to speak of�kakusa-shakai �which can be translated to English as social 
disparity . There was also a period when everyone was worried about being separated into winners and losers . The 
government has always stressed that �those who work hard deserve to be rewarded�although it has recently 
begun to make reference to the notion of re-challenge or starting over . 

On the other hand the social gap (�kakusa� in Japanese) has come to be felt strongly among the people and 
there is much debate on its causes and cures. However the meaning of the word �kakusa�is somewhat ambiguous 
in the contemporary Japanese context. In this paper we reconsider disparity in Japanese society from the 
perspective of poverty discussing the details of support provided to social security recipients that represent the 
Japanese poor and conclude with a call for the focus to be returned to the development of self-reliance and social 
support networks.

  vol. 1  2007

,
1998 2000

2001
2002 2004

2004

�91�



141

30 2001

2006
104

    25000
1.400 267
24
213
64
470 107 32

  
1999 2004

1)
1997 2004

300 2000

579 ( )
59.7

100 270 5.9
1995

7.9 2005 23.8

1997 720 2005 620
100 29.4
06 11 23 7352

�92�



2)

 3.734
 7.344

        3.997
 930

2.000 2006 10

3.000
 1.430

       7.980
 4.000
     1.230

1989 175 160

3)

1996 1997 3800 2005 3400
1200 500

15 34
15 24 30 15 24 40

15 29 50 99 35 250

Social Work
25

� �

�93�



18

  

4)
2006 133 7.000 12.8

2000 2004 37

2004

2000
732 1.385

2000 252 2004 224
2005 ( ) 702

1998

25

5)
15

�94�



( )

 2000

2006
10

34 20

50 300

2005

17 18

1982 1987

�95�

Social Work
25

� �



  

19
19 20

)
 
 

( )

1) 2)
3)

20

�96�



25 25
25

25

 21
19 20

21 20
19

25

 

�97�

Social Work
25

� �



2002

1970

10

 

2006 11 39 )

370
43 12

�98�



 1999 87
20

80

2006 10
300

1981
123

25

 

�99�

Social Work
25

� �



1) 2) 3)

1)
2) 3)

4)
25

�100�



25

2006

�101�

Social Work
25

� �



21

25 = 50
25

25

2006 2006 11 23
2000
2005

2005
2002

39 2006
1975

2006
1987

1997
2002

2006
2006

�102�


